
St. Edward the Confessor Church

Marriage of the Virgin, Raphael, c. 1504

Marriage Preparation Information

~ Be devoted to one another in love.
Honor one another above yourselves. ~

Ephesians 5:21



Congratulations!

The Church rejoices with you as you prepare to celebrate the Sacrament of 

Marriage. By the Sacrament of Matrimony Christian spouses signify and participate

in the mystery of unity and fruitful love between Christ and the Church; therefore, 

both in embracing conjugal life and in accepting and educating their children, they 

help one another to become holy and have their own place and particular gift among

the people of God. Through this Sacrament the Holy Spirit brings it about that, just 

as Christ loved the Church and gave himself up for her, Christian spouses also 

strive to nurture and foster their union in equal dignity, mutual giving, and the 

undivided love that flows from the divine font of charity.1

In this document you will find all of the wedding ceremonial policies for our 

parish, as well as general information on the church facilities, parking, the wedding 

rehearsal, musicians, photography, and programs.  

For more information on the liturgical structure of the ceremony and options 

for readings, please consult the “Wedding Liturgy Book” on our website.

1 Ordo Celebrandi Matrimonium, Order of Celebrating Matrimony, § 8-9.



General Information

Time & Date

Certain days of the year cannot be reserved for weddings.  A meeting with the priest must take place
before a wedding date can be reserved.  This is to ensure that the parties are free to marry in the Catholic
Church, and that the date and time are available.
 

Friday evening weddings  are  becoming more  popular.   Times  should  be  discussed  with  the  priest.
Saturday weddings are scheduled at 10:30 -11:00 AM or 1:30 - 2:00 PM.  Sunday weddings are not celebrated
at St. Edward’s.  The time of the rehearsal should also be reserved on the calendar.

The priest or deacon who officiates will discuss the details of the liturgy with you.  You select your own
readings for the wedding using this booklet.  Visiting clergy are welcome at St. Edward.  Visiting clergy must
present letters of suitability and be approved by the pastor. 

Church Marriage Preparation

The Diocese of Bridgeport has composed a program to assist couples in preparation for their celebration 

and new life in the Sacrament of Matrimony. Please check the parish website (saintedwardchurch.org) under the

Sacraments tab for Matrimony to obtain information about registering for the Marriage Formation program.

Legal Preparation & Documentation

Please obtain your marriage license from the Town Clerk’s office in New Fairfield, CT.  Blood tests are no
longer needed.  The license is good for 65 days and can be brought to the Parish Office when received.

Records which must be obtained for the Church:

Each Catholic  must  have  a  recently issued Baptismal  Certificate  (within  six months).   If  one  party is
Protestant, a Baptismal Certificate is desired if possible.

Each Catholic  must  also have a certificate  of First  Communion and Confirmation if  reception of these
sacraments is not noted on the Baptismal Certificate.

1. If any of these sacraments were received at St. Edward’s, we have records so certificates are not needed.
2. If any of these sacraments were received elsewhere, contact those churches and ask for newly issued

certificates for the purpose of marriage.
3. If any Catholic party has not received the Sacrament of Confirmation, he/she is strongly urged to do so.

The priest or deacon will be happy to give you details about instruction for Confirmation.
4. If neither person is registered at St. Edward the Confessor Parish, a letter of permission must be obtained

from the pastor of each person’s registered parish.



Musicians & Cantors

Dan Kean, the music director, will assist you in planning the music for your ceremony.  The music 

director is responsible for helping you choose suitable musical selections and placing them at appropriate places

within the wedding liturgy. In addition, the music director serves as organist and/or pianist and is available as 

accompanist for any guest soloists or instrumentalists.

The music director is responsible for confirming the suitability of guest musicians, as well as the 

musical selections chosen. If the music director is unable to be present at your wedding, it is his responsibility 

to obtain a suitable substitute.  

In addition to the music director is the cantor. The role of cantor is to sing the psalm and lead singing at 
the ceremony.  It is the custom to have cantor at all services, but it is required for weddings with a Mass. The 
cantor is also available as vocal soloist in addition to being the cantor at your wedding. Other musicians are 
available for your wedding with the approval of our Music Director.  Payment for outside musicians is to be 
handled directly with the musicians involved.

Dan Kean may be reached at (203) 746-2200 ext. 28 or dkean@saintedwardchurch.org

Offerings

The Diocese of Bridgeport recommends that each couple being married make an offering on their 
wedding day for Church expenses. These should be prepared and submitted a week before the wedding.

 $300 for use of the church building 
 Payment for all musicians

o $200 for Dan Kean, our organist
o $175 for cantor
o For extra musicians, please inquire about the fees they charge.

 $250 gift for the celebrant of your wedding.  
 If there are altar servers, each are given a gift of $15.


Decorations

Pew-end decorations may be used. Pew decorations may not be attached by pinning, gluing, nailing,
tacking, taping or stapling.  Elastic bands, plastic pew clips or ribbons must be used instead.  All pew end
decorations must be removed after the ceremony.

Sanctuary appointments such as the ambo (pulpit), presider’s chair, lectern, candle sticks, banners, altar
cloths, advent wreaths, the paschal candle and any art or liturgical environment may not be altered or removed
under any circumstances.

mailto:dkean@saintedwardchurch.org


The couple is required to supply the unity candle should they decide to have one. The church does not
supply unity candles. All containers used for corsages and flowers must be removed from the vestibule before
leaving the church. This is the responsibility of the groomsmen.

Rice, birdseed, and confetti may not be used or thrown in the church or outside the church. For safety
reasons these items are prohibited.

Receiving lines are permitted, but keep in mind that they can be time consuming. Please keep in mind
your time constraints here at the church. Taking too much time can forfeit adequate time for post-ceremony
picture taking.

St. Edward’s is a non-smoking facility.  Please ask your guests to refrain from smoking
inside the building or outside the front doors by the portico. 

Photo & Video

Fifteen minutes will be allotted for pictures before and after the ceremony. Photographers and video
personnel and their equipment are to be as unobtrusive as possible.  They should not interfere with any aspect of
the procession, liturgy, or recessional.  Posing during the liturgy, waving to the couple or distracting from the
ceremony is not allowed.  Flash photography or video lighting is not permitted during the liturgy.

Photographers/video personnel are not permitted in the Sanctuary (on the wood floor).  Video equipment

cannot be obtrusive and must remain stationary.  Photographers and equipment in the altar area must be 

confined to the rug area only.

Mandatory Guidelines

1. Microphones and/or electric wiring cannot be taped across the aisles.  Sanctuary microphones are not to 

be disconnected or tampered with in any way.
2. Photo and video lighting racks are not permitted during the ceremony.  All equipment and containers are 

to be kept on the floor and well out of the way of traffic patterns.  Nothing should be placed in or on the 

pews.
3. Standing on pews for picture taking or posing is forbidden.  The altar is a sacred place; nothing should 

be placed upon it, nor should it be used as a prop.  Altar candles and church decorations may not be 

moved.
4. Because of the sacredness and formality of the wedding, proper attire is required of all personnel. No 

food or beverage is to be brought into the church. Alcoholic beverages are not permitted on church 

grounds.
5. All voices must be kept down during photographic sessions. Shouting is inappropriate.

Transportation & Vehicles



Make sure that your limo driver has directions to the church and knows how long it will take to get here.

Instruct your driver to park the limo away from the front door of the church after he has dropped off the 

wedding party returning there only after the service is concluded. 


